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Following months of tense deliberations, the five members of the congressional commission charged
with investigating the July 1992 forced disappearance of nine students and a professor from the
Enrique Guzman y Valle University (La Cantuta) were unable to come to a consensus regarding the
events. Given the impasse, on June 23 the commission issued two separate reports. The majority
report signed by the three commission members affiliated with opposition parties in congress
(Congreso Constituyente Democratico, CCD) accused members of the military of responsibility
for the forced disappearance and probable execution of the La Cantuta victims. Among those
named in the majority report were Army commander Gen. Nicolas de Bari Hermoza; Vladimiro
Montesinos, a powerful advisor to President Alberto Fujimori; National Intelligence Service (SIN)
director Gen. Salazar Monroe; Special Forces Division (DIFE) chief Gen. Luis Perez Documet; Army
Intelligence (DINTE) chief Gen. Juan Rivero Lazo; and Maj. Luis Martin Rivas. The majority report
recommended judicial proceedings in the civilian courts against all those implicated. The report
also recommended that Hermoza be dismissed from his post. The two commission members from
the pro-government New Majority-Cambio 90 alliance released a separate report with a completely
different set of conclusions. The pro- government report absolved the military of responsibility
for the case, instead accusing the Cantuta victims of having staged their own disappearances. The
report suggested that the victims could have been members of the Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path)
rebel organization who chose to go into hiding, and recommended that the case be turned over to
the military courts. Three days later, on June 26, the issue was put to a floor vote by the full CCD.
As expected, given that pro- government legislators control the majority of seats in the CCD, the
report signed by the three opposition deputies was rejected. After a brief respite, the case was back
in the headlines following the July 8 discovery of skeletal remains of an undetermined number of
individuals believed to be the Cantuta victims. The four mass graves containing the remains were
found in the La Cieneguilla district of eastern Lima. Discovery of the remains came after Ricardo
Uceda, director of the weekly magazine Si, received a map of the site, some charred bones including
a complete human pelvis- -and a message indicating that the bodies of the disappeared Cantuta
victims had been burned in a military barracks and then buried. In addition to a group of journalists,
those present during the exhumation included Peter Archard Amnesty International's director
for Latin America and Francisco Soberon, director of the National Human Rights Coordinator.
According to human rights prosecutor Clodomiro Chavez, identification of the remains will take
at least a month. However, since teeth were found among the remains, experts have expressed
confidence that it will be possible to reach positive identification of at least one of the victims.
Shortly after discovery of the remains, opposition legislators in the CCD requested that a team of
investigators from the Inter-American Human Rights Commission of the Organization of American
States (OAS) be brought in to supervise the investigation. They fear that local forensic experts
might be coaxed or threatened to file false reports regarding the identities of the victims as part of
a coverup. Meanwhile, several legislators also called for the special CCD commission to reopen its
investigations into the case. Ironically, the existence of mass graves in Cieneguilla had previously
been reported in leaflets which had appeared in Lima in recent months. The leaflets stated that
"those who were disappeared from La Cantuta were assassinated, then burned, and then buried
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in Cieneguilla." The leaflets were signed by a group calling itself "Leon Dormido" (Sleeping Lion),
the same name used by the group of military officers which provided documents regarding the
La Cantuta case to opposition congressperson Henry Pease. In turn, it was on the basis of those
documents that Pease first went public with the case. [Sources: Notimex, 06/17/93; Deutsche Press
Agentur, 06/25/93; Reuter, 06/26/93; Washington Office on Latin America (congressional briefing),
07/06/93; Associated Press, 07/10/93; Spanish news service EFE, 06/20/93, 06/23/93, 06/27/93,
06/28/93, 07/03/93, 07/09/93, 07/13/93; Agence France-Presse, 06/23/93, 06/27/93, 07/08/93, 07/09/93,
07/14/93]

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

